ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, CRIME AND POLICING ACT 2014
SECTION 59

Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council Public Spaces Protection Order (Dudley Town Centre and Castle gate) 2025
Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council (“the Council”), in exercise of its powers under Section 59 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (“the Act”), and of all other enabling powers being satisfied that the conditions set out in Section 59 of the Act have been met, hereby makes the following order.

This Order comes into force on [Date to be confirmed] for a period of 3 years, unless extended by further orders under the Council’s statutory powers.  
General provisions
This Order applies to Dudley Town Centre and Castle Gate bounded by the borders on the map annexed to this Order. 

1. This Order prohibits the following;

1.  The consumption of alcohol or having an open container of alcohol in ones possession (licensed premises excluded)

1. The supply, ingestion, inhalation, injection, smoking or otherwise using intoxicating substances

Intoxicating substances are given the following definition: (which includes ‘legal highs’) “Substances with the capacity to stimulate or depress the central nervous system” * 

1. The congregation and/or behaviour of persons that result in nuisance, alarm, harassment or distress to other persons (including begging) 

1. Urinating or defecating in a public space (except in a toilet) 

1. Discarding knives in a public place

1. Dropping or otherwise depositing and then leaving litter/material in a public place 

* Exemptions shall apply in cases where the substances used are cigarettes (tobacco) or vaporisers or prescribed medication being taken by the person it is prescribed for.

1. A person who fails to comply with any obligation imposed under this Order is guilty of a criminal offence by virtue of section 67(1) of the Anti-social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014 and liable to a fine on summary conviction not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

Fixed Penalty Fines

It is an offence for a person, without reasonable excuse to engage in any activity prohibited by this Order.  An authorised person, including a Police Officer or a Police Community Support Officer may, under section 68 of the Anti-social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014, issue a Fixed Penalty Notice to anyone they believe has committed an offence in relation to this Order.  The Fixed Penalty will not exceed the sum of £100, failure to pay may lead to prosecution.  A person who is guilty of an offence of failing to comply with a requirement of this Order will be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

Appeals and Challenges

In accordance with Section 66 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014, any challenge to this Order must be made to the High Court by an interested party within six weeks of the date that the Order was made.

Any interested person who wishes to challenge the validity of this Order on the grounds that the Council did not have the power to make the Order or that any requirements of the Act have not been complied with may apply to the High Court within six weeks from the date on which this Order was made.

An interested party is defined by the Act as someone who lives in, regularly works in or visits the Restricted Area.  This means that only those who are directly affected by the restrictions have the power to challenge.  
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